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Digital Sovereignty…

We need to talk...
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Digital Sovereignty...

“  There exists perhaps no conception the meaning of 
which is more controversial than that of sovereignty. It is an 
indisputable fact that this conception, from the moment 
when it was introduced into political science until the 
present day, has never had a meaning which was universally 
agreed upon.

– L. F. L. Oppenheim, 1912
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Digital Sovereignty…

Supreme authority within a 
territory

– Philpott, 2020
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Digital Sovereignty…

The notion of territory does not need to be 
restricted to the landmass, “but also [...] to 
resources lying on the territory such as human 
infrastructures“ 

– Couture & Toupin, 2019
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Digital Sovereignty…

Food sovereignty Energy sovereignty
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Digital Sovereignty...

Digital sovereignty?



11

… more than mere legal compliance

Legal dimension

Freedom of choice

Technological dimension

Dimension of competence



12

Legal dimension

Even if data is processed and stored solely 
in Europe, isn‘t there still a strong 
dependency on one single software vendor?
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Freedom of choice

Okay, let‘s add alternatives!
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Freedom of choice

But even if I can choose between 
different offerings, how can I 
influence the future evolution of the 
software?
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Technological dimension
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Technological dimension

But even if I can inspect, use, modify 
and share the software, how can I 
contribute to design decisions or 
upstream code?  



17

Technological dimension
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Technological dimension

Open Source

Open Design

Open Development

Open Community
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Technological dimension

Are we done yet?
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Technological dimension

But even if I can participate in the 
community developing the software, 
how the heck am I supposed to 
operate this stack at scale?
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Dimension of competence

For true self-determination in the ever growing digital 
realm, we urgently need to build skills and share the 
knowledge freely and in unlimited ways also in the 
realm of operational knowledge — exactly the way we 
started with software code almost 40 years ago.
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Dimension of competence

Curious?
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Dimension of competence
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… more than mere legal compliance

Legal dimension

Freedom of choice

Technological dimension

Dimension of competence
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Read more...

https://the-report.cloud
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Read more...

… or pick-up for free here at 
the OpenInfra Summit!
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Read more...

https://scs.community
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Digital Sovereignty...



29

Let‘s change this!

Let‘s demistify digital sovereignty 
and embrace open technology 

hosted by an open community with 
open operational knowledge!
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